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Welcome to TWR-LS1021A documentation!

Have you just received your TWR-LS1021A board? Then you sure want to read the Unboxing Chapter first.

If you are a new user of the Yocto based SDK we suggest you to read the Quick start guide chapter,
otherwise, if you want to have a better understanding of specific topics, just jump directly to
the chapter that interests you the most.

Furthermore, we encourage you to read the official Yocto Project documentation [https://www.yoctoproject.org/documentation].


Notations

Throughout this guide, there are commands, file system paths, etc., that can either refer to the
machine (real or virtual) you use to run the SDK or to the board.


Host

This box will be used to refer to the machine running the SDK




Board

This box will be used to refer to TWR-LS1021A board



However, the previous notations can make you struggle with long lines. In such a case, the following
notation is used.
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1. Unboxing

The TWR-LS1021A comes with this box.

[image: _images/box-closed.jpg]
The package includes:

[image: _images/box-opened.jpg]

	the board TWR-LS1021A

	the power supply

	a quick start guide

	cable usb type A

	programmed 8GB SD Card for OOBE

	USB storages with documents and more



An official guide is possible find to Freescale website [http://www.freescale.com/infocenter/index.jsp?topic=%2FQORIQSDK%2F2880375.html]
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2. Quick start guide

This document will guide you from importing the virtual machine to build an customized Linux distribution you will generate with OpenEmbedded/Yocto system.


2.1. Install

The development environment is provided as a virtual disk (to be used by a VirtualBox virtual machine)
which you can download from this page:


Important

http://downloads.architechboards.com/sdk/virtual_machine/download.html




Important

Compute the MD5SUM value of the zip file you downloaded and compare it to the golden one you find in the download page.



Uncompress the file, and you will get a .vdi file that is our virtual disk image.
The environment contains the SDK for all the boards provided by Architech, TWR-LS1021A included.


2.1.1. Download VirtualBox

[image: _images/vdi_virtualbox_logo.png]
For being able to use it, you first need to install VirtualBox (version 4.2.10 or higher).
You can get VirtualBox installer from here:

https://www.virtualbox.org/wiki/Downloads

Download the version that suits your host operating system. You need to download and install the Extension Pack as well.


Important

Make sure that the extension pack has the same version of VirtualBox.



Install the software with all the default options.




2.1.2. Create a new Virtual Machine


	Run VirtualBox



[image: _images/vdi_open_virtualbox.png]

	Click on New button



[image: _images/vdi_new_virtual_machine.png]

	Select the name of the virtual machine and the operating system type
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	Select the amount of memory you want to give to your new virtual machine



[image: _images/vdi_virtual_machine_memory.png]

	Make the virtual machine use Architech’s virtual disk by pointing to the downloaded file. Than click on Create.



[image: _images/vdi_hard_drive.png]



2.1.3. Setup the network

We need to setup a port forwarding rule to let you (later) use the virtual machine as a local repository of packages.


Note

The virtual machine must be off




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines
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	Click on Settings
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	Select Network
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	Expand Advanced of Adapter 1
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	Click on Port Forwarding
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	Add a new rule
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	Configure the rule
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	Click on Ok






2.1.4. Customize the number of processors

Building an entire system from the ground up is a business that can take up to several hours.
To improve the performances of the overall build process, you can, if your computer has enough resources, assign more than one
processor to the virtual machine.


Note

The virtual machine must be off




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines
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	Click on Settings
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	Select System

	Select Processor

	Assign the number of processors you wish to assign to the virtual machine
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2.1.5. Create a shared folder

A shared folder is way for host and guest operating systems to exchange files by means of the file system.
You need to choose a directory on your host operating system to share with the guest operating system.


Note

The virtual machine must be off




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines
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	Click on Settings
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	Select Shared Folders

	Add a new shared folder
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	Choose a directory to share on your host machine. Make sure Auto-mount is selected.
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Once the virtual machine has been booted, the shared folder will be mounted under /media/ directory inside the virtual machine.




2.1.6. Install VBox Additions

The VBox addictions add functionalities to the virtual machine such as better graphic driver and more. It is already installed in the SDK but is important re-install it to configuring correctly the virtual machine with your operating system.


	Starts the virtual machine
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2. Click on the virtual box menu to the voice Devices and select Insert Guest Additions CD Images....
A message box will appear at the start of the installation, click on run button

[image: _images/messagebox_vboxadditions.jpg]

	To proceed are required admin privileges, so insert the password architech when asked
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	Then a terminal will show the installation progress. When finished, press Enter key



[image: _images/terminal_vboxadditions.jpg]

	Before to use the SDK, it is required reboot the virtual machine








2.2. Build


Important

A working internet connection, several GB of free disk space and several hours are required by the build process




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines inside Virtual Box application
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	Click on the icon Start button in the toolbar and wait until the virtual machine is ready
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	Double click on Architech SDK icon you have on the virtual machine desktop.
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	The first screen gives you two choices: ArchiTech and 3rd Party. Choose ArchiTech.



[image: _images/splash1.jpg]

	Select TWR-LS1021A as board you want develop on.
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	A new screen opens up from where you can perform a set of actions. Click on Run bitbake to obtain a terminal ready to start to build an image.
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	Build fsl-image-core image by means of the following command:
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3. SDK Architecture

This chapter gives an overview on how the SDK has been composed and where to find the tools
on the virtual machine.


3.1. SDK

The SDK provided by Architech to support TWR-LS1021A is composed by several components, the most important of which is:


	Yocto,



Regarding the installation and configuration of these tools, you have many options:


	get a virtual machine with everything already setup,

	download a script to setup your Ubuntu machine, or



The method you choose depends on your level of expertise and the results you want to achieve.

If you are new to Yocto and/or Linux, or simply you don’t want to read tons of documentation right now,
we suggest you to download and install the virtual machine because it is the simplest solution
(have a look at VM content), everything inside the virtual machine has been thought to work out of the
box, plus you will get support.

If performances are your greatest concerns, consider reading Chapter Create SDK.




3.2. Virtual Machine

The development environment is provided as a virtual disk (to be used by a VirtualBox virtual machine)
which you can download from this page:


Important

http://downloads.architechboards.com/sdk/virtual_machine/download.html




Important

Compute the MD5SUM value of the zip file you downloaded and compare it to the golden one you find in the download page.



Uncompress the file, and you will get a .vdi file that is our virtual disk image.
The environment contains the SDK for all the boards provided by Architech, TWR-LS1021A included.


3.2.1. Download VirtualBox

[image: _images/vdi_virtualbox_logo.png]
For being able to use it, you first need to install VirtualBox (version 4.2.10 or higher).
You can get VirtualBox installer from here:

https://www.virtualbox.org/wiki/Downloads

Download the version that suits your host operating system. You need to download and install the Extension Pack as well.


Important

Make sure that the extension pack has the same version of VirtualBox.



Install the software with all the default options.




3.2.2. Create a new Virtual Machine


	Run VirtualBox
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	Click on New button
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	Select the name of the virtual machine and the operating system type
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	Select the amount of memory you want to give to your new virtual machine
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	Make the virtual machine use Architech’s virtual disk by pointing to the downloaded file. Than click on Create.



[image: _images/vdi_hard_drive.png]



3.2.3. Setup the network

We need to setup a port forwarding rule to let you (later) use the virtual machine as a local repository of packages.


Note

The virtual machine must be off




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines
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	Click on Settings



[image: _images/vdi_click_settings.png]

	Select Network
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	Expand Advanced of Adapter 1
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	Click on Port Forwarding
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	Add a new rule
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	Configure the rule



[image: _images/vdi_network_nat_port_forwarding_rule_added.png]

	Click on Ok






3.2.4. Customize the number of processors

Building an entire system from the ground up is a business that can take up to several hours.
To improve the performances of the overall build process, you can, if your computer has enough resources, assign more than one
processor to the virtual machine.


Note

The virtual machine must be off




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines
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	Click on Settings
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	Select System

	Select Processor

	Assign the number of processors you wish to assign to the virtual machine
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3.2.5. Create a shared folder

A shared folder is way for host and guest operating systems to exchange files by means of the file system.
You need to choose a directory on your host operating system to share with the guest operating system.


Note

The virtual machine must be off




	Select Architech’s virtual machine from the list of virtual machines
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	Click on Settings
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	Select Shared Folders

	Add a new shared folder



[image: _images/vdi_add_shared_folder.png]

	Choose a directory to share on your host machine. Make sure Auto-mount is selected.
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Once the virtual machine has been booted, the shared folder will be mounted under /media/ directory inside the virtual machine.




3.2.6. Install VBox Additions

The VBox addictions add functionalities to the virtual machine such as better graphic driver and more. It is already installed in the SDK but is important re-install it to configuring correctly the virtual machine with your operating system.


	Starts the virtual machine



[image: _images/vbStart.png]
2. Click on the virtual box menu to the voice Devices and select Insert Guest Additions CD Images....
A message box will appear at the start of the installation, click on run button

[image: _images/messagebox_vboxadditions.jpg]

	To proceed are required admin privileges, so insert the password architech when asked
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	Then a terminal will show the installation progress. When finished, press Enter key



[image: _images/terminal_vboxadditions.jpg]

	Before to use the SDK, it is required reboot the virtual machine








3.3. VM content

The virtual machine provided by Architech contains:


	A splash screen, used to easily interact with the boards tools

	Yocto/OpenEmbedded toolchain to build BSPs and file systems

	A cross-toolchain (derived from Yocto/OpenEmbedded) for all the boards



All the aforementioned tools are installed under directory /home/architech/architech_sdk,
its sub-directories main layout is the following:
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4. Create SDK

If you have speed in mind, it is possible to install the SDK on a native Ubuntu machine (other Linux distributions may
support this SDK with minor changes but won’t be supported). This chapter will guide you on how to clone the entire SDK,
to setup the SDK for one board or just OpenEmbedded/Yocto for TWR-LS1021A board.


4.1. Installation

Architech’s Yocto based SDK is built on top of Ubuntu 14.04 32bit, hence all the scripts
provided are proven to work on such a system.

If you wish to use another distribution/version you might need to change some script
option and/or modify the scripts yourself, remember that you won’t get any support in
doing so.


4.1.1. Install a clone of the virtual machine inside your native machine

To install the same tools you get inside the virtual machine on your native machine
you need to download and run a system wide installation script:
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5. BSP

The Board Support Package is composed by a set files, patches, recipes, configuration files, etc.
This chapter gives you the information you need when you want to customize something, fix a bug,
or simply learn how the all thing has been assembled.


5.1. U-boot


5.1.1. Get sources

The bootloader used by TWR-LS1021A is u-boot.
If you want to browse/modify the sources first you have to get them, if you already built TWR-LS1021A’s bootloader with Bitbake, then you already have them on your (virtual) disk:

Bitbake will place u-boot sources under:
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6. Toolchain

Once your (virtual/)machine has been set up you can compile, customize the BSP for your board,
write and debug applications, change the file system on-the-fly directly on the board, etc.
This chapter will guide you to the basic use of the most important tools you can use to build
customize, develop and tune your board.


6.1. Bitbake

Bitbake is the most important and powerful tool available inside Yocto/OpenEmbedded.
It takes as input configuration files and recipes and produces what it is asked for, that is,
it can build a package, the Linux kernel, the bootloader, an entire operating system from
scratch, etc.

A recipe (.bb file) is a collection of metadata used by BitBake to set variables or define
additional build-time tasks. By means of variables, a recipe can specify, for example,
where to get the sources, which build process to use, the license of the package, an so
on. There is a set of predefined tasks (the fetch task for example fetches the sources
from the network, from a repository or from the local machine, than the sources are cached
for later reuses) that executed one after the other get the job done, but a recipe can always
add custom ones or override/modify existing ones. The most fine-graned operation that Bitbake
can execute is, in fact, a single task.


6.1.1. Environment

To properly run Bitbake, the first thing you need to do is setup the shell environment.
Luckily, there is a script that takes care of it, all you need to do is:
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7. The board

This chapter introduces the board, its hardware and how to boot it.


7.1. Hardware

The hardware documentation of TWR-LS1021A can be found here:

TWR-LS1021A: QorIQ LS1021A Tower System Module [http://www.freescale.com/tools/software-and-tools/hardware-development-tools/tower-development-boards/mcu-and-processor-modules/powerquicc-and-qoriq-modules/qoriq-ls1021a-tower-system-module:TWR-LS1021A]




7.2. Power-On

TWR-LS1021A takes the power from the J3 connector. The board is shipped with an external power adapter.

[image: _images/power-on.jpg]
To power-on the board, connect the power supply to J3.




7.3. Serial Console

On TWR-LS1021A the USB-UART port J5 is used for serial console.

[image: _images/serial-usb.jpg]
which you can connect, by means of a mini-USB cable, to your personal computer.


Note

Every operating system has its own killer application to give you a serial terminal interface. In this guide, we are assuming your host operating system is Ubuntu.



On a Linux (Ubuntu) host machine, the console is seen as a ttyACMX device and you can access to it by means
of an application like minicom.

Minicom needs to know the name of the serial device. The simplest way for you to discover
the name of the device is by looking to the kernel messages, so:


	clean the kernel messages
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8. FAQ


8.1. Virtual Machine


8.1.1. What is the password for the default user of the virtual machine?

The password for the default user, that is architech, is:


Host

architech






8.1.2. What is the password of sudo?

The default password of architech is architech. If you are searching more information about sudo command please refer to sudo section of the appendix.




8.1.3. What is the password for user root?

By default, Ubuntu 14.04 32bit comes with no password defined for root user, to set it run the following
command:


Host

sudo passwd root



Linux will ask you (twice, the second time is just for confirmation) to write the password for user root.




8.1.4. What are device files? How can I use them?

Please refer to device files section of the appendix.




8.1.5. I have problems to download the vm, the server cut down the connection

The site has limitation in bandwith. Use download manager and do not try to speed up the download. If you try to download fastly the server will broke up your download.






8.2. TWR-LS1021A
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9. Appendix

In this page you can find some useful info about how Linux works. If you are coming from Microsoft world, the next paragraphs can help you to have a more soft approach to Linux world.


9.1. sudo command

sudo is a program for Unix-like computer operating systems that allows users to run programs/commands
with the security privileges of another user, normally the superuser or root. Not all the users can call
sudo, only the sudoers, architech (the default user of the virtual machine) user is a sudoer.
When you run a command preceeded by sudo Linux will ask you the user password, for architech user the
password is architech.




9.2. Device files

Under Linux, (almost) all hardware devices are treated as files. A device file is a special file which allows users to access an hardware device by means of the standard file operations (open, read, write, close, etc), hiding hardware details. All device files are in /dev directory.
In order to access a filesystem in Linux you first need to mount it. Mounting a filesystem simply means making the particular filesystem accessible at a certain point in the Linux directories tree.
In Linux, memory cards are generally named starting with mmcblk. For example if you insert 2 memory cards in 2 different slots of the same computer, Linux will create 2 device files:
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